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Contact: Ann Cook, director, National Rural Bioethics Project, (406) 243-2467.
PROJECT DELVES INTO SOCIAL IMPACTS OF ASBESTOS-RELATED DISEASES
MISSOULA The National Rural Bioethics Project, a multi-state research initiative based at The
University of Montana-Missoula, has received a $1 million grant from the National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences to develop educational resources that address the social effects
of asbestos-related diseases.
The grant will support a five-year initiative to help Libby residents understand ethical
implications of health issues related to asbestos exposure. UM researchers Ann Cook, Helena
Hoas and Elizabeth Putnam will begin by assessing community knowledge of the impacts of
asbestos-related diseases to identify possible gaps in public understanding. They then will
develop accessible resources to educate the public about the ethical implications of diseases
related to asbestos exposure. The researchers will work with staff from the Center for
Asbestos-related Diseases in Libby.
"This unique collaboration will help ensure that scientific information is accurately
translated and that educational resources will be designed to meet community needs," Cook
said. "Resources and information from the initiative will be used not only in Libby, but also in
other communities struggling with health issues related to asbestos exposure."
For more information about the initiative or the National Rural Bioethics Project, go
online to www.umt.edu/bioethics.
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